Thank you to the Parish Council for your continued patience and support with Bill’s Meadow. We ask the Council to continue supporting the meadow as a project that strengthens biodiversity, climate resilience and community wellbeing.
The past season has been exceptionally challenging. East Anglia recorded only around 10% of its average April rainfall, while provisional Met Office figures show June 2026 was England’s warmest June on record. These conditions affected gardens and green spaces across the region, and the Meadow was no exception.
Despite the dry and warm conditions, the meadow has shown encouraging progress. Native Breckland seed has spread, several resilient plant species have become clearer, and the original objective of increasing biodiversity on the green remains sound.
The twelve trees have generally appeared resilient, although deer browsing has affected growth and the rowan trees appear more vulnerable to stripping and heat stress. Deer activity remains a practical management issue, particularly because browsing affects both weeds and desirable young growth.
The wider value of the village green is significant. A mixed habitat of grassland, wildflowers, trees and shrubs supports wildlife, improves soil structure and helps rainwater soak into the ground more effectively during heavy rainfall.
Biodiversity also brings clear ecological benefits. A wider mix of plants, insects, birds and small mammals creates a healthier local ecosystem, while pollinators such as bees and butterflies support the surrounding countryside.
The green also provides social and wellbeing benefits for residents and visitors. Conversations with residents, visitors, Forestry Commission and Suffolk Wildlife Trust have shown great interest in the meadow iand provided useful advice for its ongoing management.
The next step is to put down additional native seed this autumn, monitor which species establish most successfully, and continue managing risks such as deer browsing and litter. Continued Parish Council backing will help ensure Bill’s Meadow remains a practical investment in biodiversity, climate resilience and the health and wellbeing of current and future generations.

