SANTON DOWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 
6th JULY 2026  AT 7.30 PM

In attendance:
Michael  Mackender 	(Chairman)					
Andrew Butcher         (Vice Chairman)
Sylvia East 		(Parish Clerk)
Ann  Baugh		(Parish Councillor)
Paul Brown 		(Parish Councillor)
Kim Daplyn 		(Parish Councillor)  
Adrian Baugh               (Parish Councillor)

Public attendance :  None

1. WELCOME
The Chairman welcomed all in attendance.
2. APOLOGIES RECEIVED
Apologies had been received from Cllr Tim Kent and Cllr Jools Savage
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON AGENDA
There were no declarations of interest on any of the Agenda items 
4. MINUTES OF MEETING 
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 11th May 2026 were agreed and signed as correct
5. PARISH CLERK’S REPORT
FINANCIAL REPORT
a) The current balance on account as at end March 2026 was £23,823.59 which included the Precept for this year.  The Parish Clerk stated that although this may appear the Parish Council is well in funds it needs to be noted there are things in the pipeline.
b) The Chairman and Parish Clerk signed the Accounting Statement 2025/26 which now completes this year’s Audit requirements.  The Parish Clerk now just has to put this online with the Public Rights of Publication.
c) The Parish Clerk advised the Property Insurance has now been added to the general Insurance for the Parish Council, this being necessary as the situation with the village hall has changed, ie it is now a registered charity with the Charities Committee.  Both Hall and Club have been made aware of the changes and it is hoped it will prove less expensive overall.   There is an interim extra cost to add the property onto the current policy which is renewable in October, and the Parish Clerk suggested the £187 cost  on this one occasion be met by the Parish Council.  This was fully agreed by the Parish Council.  In October we will revert to 60/40% division on the property cost only.   
d) The Parish Clerk advised of late incoming mail and referred to the Local Plan.  A viewing of this will be available on Brandon Market from 8.30 am to 1 pm Thursday 9th July.
e) Notice had been received that The Wild Bull, Stagwood, Thetford Rad IP27 0UL were all over facebook regarding a burger bar and selling of meat.  In researching nothing was found to have been applied for and therefore the Planning Department and Environmental Health Departments have now been involved.
f) A reminder that the Electoral Annual Canvass will soon begin
g) Finally the Parish Clerk reminded the Councillors she was awaiting the return of their declarations of office      
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6. PARISH COUNCILLORS REPORTS
The Chairman asked the Parish Councillors if they had anything to report.  
Adrian Baugh advised he had been asked by one or more village residents why the “patch of weeds remained on the green as they were an eyesore’.   The Chairman reminded the Parish Council it had been agreed a small section of the green could be used for a re-wilding experiment.  Generally it was agreed it made little sense to have this patch where it was as it required a need to ‘fence off’ when the village hall had events that used the village greens.  The overall question was what was happening on this patch and that it made little sense to have this roped off which only made the village green an eyesore.  It was accepted this was a conundrum.  The Chairman agreed he would have a word with Mary and John who look after this re-wilding project and see what their thoughts were going forward.
COUNCILLORS/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Kent had sent in a report which was available for anyone to look at if they wished
7. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Memorial Bench Seats
On mowing the grassed area at the front and roadside of the Church, the Chairman noticed one of the memorial bench seats had been tied together with rope.  This of course was a Health and Safety accident waiting to happen.  The family of said seat has been advised and a replacement seat will be forthcoming, the Parish Clerk was asked if she would write to the family concerned and suggest a replacement in recycled plastic.   Whilst checking this and the other memorial seat the Chairman noted there was little sign of repair or maintenance.   This has raised a worrying concern for the Parish Council as we now have some 5 memorial seats.  It was always an undertaking that the families of the bereaved would take on the responsibilities for such seats but of course time changes so much.   The Parish Council wholeheartedly supported the idea that in future the proviso would be that only recyclable plastic memorial bench seats would be given permission.   The Parish Council takes onboard it has to do something about 3 of the seats where families have passed on and that they also were responsible for the tree seat on the village hall side.   
Area of Grass outside the Church (front and roadside)
Over the years there have been volunteer groups tackling this but as with so many projects things tend to change.   The Chairman stated he was willing to take this onboard but would welcome others volunteering.   It was agreed whoever did the job would be recompensed for their fuel and time.  The Chairman mentioned the mole hills creating a problem with the machinery.  Adrian Baugh said he would take a look.
Steel Portacabin at rear of Village Hall
The Chairman advised that the Village Hall had done a brilliant job on replacing the floor of the portacabin and then asked for volunteers to come forward to undertake the painting of the outside, which would be the responsibility of the Parish Council.  This portacabin is of course owned by the Parish Council but the Village Hall has been given permission to make use of this for storage.  The Parish Council as a whole agreed they could all pitch in but a weekend was better for most and it was also agreed to wait until the weather was less ‘hot’.   The Parish Clerk was asked to commence purchasing whatever requisites were required for the work.  The colour was unanimously agreed as green to fit in with the location.   It was agreed that on the set aside time to carry out this work, having all Councillors present would offer a perfect time to take an hour out and walk the village to check on the tree and pothole issues.  The Parish Clerk asked that any information regarding these issues be reported to her in the meantime.
Two Pine Trees on the opposite side of the village hall
The Chairman mentioned having been told by an ex Forestry worker, heavily involved in tree management , that the two Pines were dying.  This has been disputed by at least two village residents.  The Chairman asked if anyone knew of a contact who might be able to inspect the trees 
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and give the Parish Council a short but written prognosis – possibly free of charge.  Adrian Baugh suggested he knew of such a person and was tasked to undertake this.   In the event the two Pines do need to be taken down, this, after planning could be performed in-house but it was agreed two healthy trees would immediately take their place.
The Pollarded Oak
Whilst speaking of tree health it was pointed out the old pollarded Oak’s bark was looking lesss than healthy and this too needs an inspection.
Badly positioned Forestry sign
The sign near the Pollarded Oak is badly positioned and blocks the visibility when coming out from the road at the top of the Village Green.  The Parish Clerk has mentioned this to Duncan Slade in the past but will remind him it remains unaltered.
Classic Car Event 2026
The Parish Council had not been advised about inviting steam engines to participate and although it was overwhelmingly agreed these had added extra excitement to the event the dangers of steam was also raised.   It was agreed the Parish Council should receive a copy of the Risk Assessment and Method Statement in future.
A fire hydrant had apparently been used to top up water .  In order to ensure there was no risk of back up or contamination it was suggested we checked out the rules and regulations to avoid any unnecessary problems.   Otherwise it was commented that a steam machine must have wandered off the highway and up the private lower end of the village green as a burnt patch is evident.  In future the Steam Engine Drivers must be advised to not use the private roads other than to swiftly as possible manoeuvre their machines onto the greens or the car park.  It was also tentatively suggested there needs to be some ceiling on the number of Steam Engines allowed to participate.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Everything covered above

8. The next meeting will be on the 7th September  2026.
9. The meeting closed at 8.45 pm.
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