SANTON DOWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 2ND FEBRUARY 2026 AT 7.30 PM

In attendance:
Michael  Mackender 	(Chairman)					
Andrew Butcher         (Vice Chairman)
Sylvia East 		(Parish Clerk)
Ann  Landells 		(Parish Councillor)
Paul Brown 		(Parish Councillor)
Kim Daplyn 		(Parish Councillor)  
Adrian Baugh               (Parish Councillor)

Victor Lukanuik 	(County Councillor)


1. WELCOME
The Parish Chairman welcomed all in attendance
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA
There were no public in attendance
3. APOLOGIES
No apologies had been received 
4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON AGENDA
There were no declarations of interest on any of the Agenda items
5. MINUTES OF MEETING 
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 22nd December 2025 were agreed and signed as correct
6. PARISH CLERK’S REPORT
FINANCIAL REPORT
a) The current balance on account as at 27th January 2026 is £17,397.80, the second half of the Parish Clerk’s salary and expenses had yet to be deducted
b) The Precept has been approved 
c) The Parish Clerk asked that in better weather the Parish Council could meet up for its usual walk around the village to determine the state of the roads and trees, this was agreed in principle and a date will be arranged when the weather is much better
             GENERAL
	Village Hall
	It was reported the Village Hall has received its acceptance as a fully registered charity with the
	Charities Commission.  Following a query regarding responsibilities,  clarification was given 
the Village Hall, which is under a Lease with the Parish Council, has its own Trustees and therefore is solely responsible for the management and financial affairs  of the Village Hall, which will now be overseen by the Charities Commission
Road Safety and Rural Speed
The Parish Clerk advised she had been in communication with Forestry England regarding the 
Comments raised at the previous meeting with regard to contractors speeding within the village.
This matter had been reported and Forestry England would be dealing with this.  Kim Daplyn 
commented on the fact he felt there to have been some improvement
Planning Application
A planning application for improvement to Broom Cottage was handed around and the Parish Clerk 
asked the Parish Councillors to look at this online and if there were any comments to advise her


SADPC/2.2.2026 (1)

7) PARISH COUNCILLORS REPORTS
The Chairman asked the Parish Councillors if they had anything to report

Andrew Butcher advised he had been asked by a driver of the bus coming through 
Santon Downham if it was possible to have official ‘Bus Stop” signage.   The
	Chairman state he had taken a look around the village and had noticed we have some
	17 signs already.   It was queried that if Bus Stop signs were to be introduced, who
	would actually pay for these and how many and where would they go?   It was agreed
	people tend to pick up the bus at two different stop points and therefore two signs would
	be required.  Cllr Lukanuik asked that the Parish Council finds out who would be responsible
	financially and if the Parish Council then he would be very willing to help via his 
	Locality Budget.   The issue of financial responsibility would be researched by the Parish Clerk and if 
	It was agreed these signs are to be erected then the siting of same would be carefully considered
8) COUNTY COUNCILLORS/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Lukaniuk 
· Advised the County Elections are likely to be postponed for two years and it was possible the District Elections could be an extra year forward ie May 2028 rather than May 2027
· He advised the potholes previously discussed had been filled, however it was commented these had already broken up.   The very large pothole just as you reach Poppyfields had caught out many motorists and remains in need of attention
· Some discussion took place regarding the replacement of the bridge near the Picnic Area and generally speaking there was total dismay over the cost of this which is frankly obscene
9) CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
· The Chairman reported on the situation regarding the new Village Hall lobby entrance.
The Planning has now gone through to consultation but in the meantime the Chairman 
has been chasing around for quotations from builders who had expressed interest.   All
queried why there was such little interest.   Cllr Lukanuik took a set of plans and said he would ask around.  In the meantime Mr Baugh stated he thought he might have a builder showing interest who would send in a quotation for the work 
10) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There was none
11) NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Monday, 30th March 2026
12) MEETING CLOSED
The meeting closed at 8.35pm
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