MINUTES OF SANTON DOWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON MONDAY 15TH APRIL 2024 AT 7.00 PM

Present: Mr Michael Mackender (Chairman)      Mr Andrew Butcher (Vice Chairman)
Mrs Sylvia East (Parish Clerk)			      Mr Paul Brown (Parish Councillor)                        
Mrs Ann Landells(Parish Councillor)                      Mr Kim Daplyn (Parish Councillor)
Mrs Debbie Cock (Parish Councillor)

In attendance: Cllrs Victor Lukannuik (County Councillor) and Jools Savage (District Councillor)

Member of the public: Mrs Christine Field

1) Chairmans Welcome
2) The floor was open to public in attendance.  
· Mrs Field advised the Clerk that when attempting to go onto the Parish Council website she was presented with a warning the site was unsafe.   The Clerk advised this is not her territory but  would pass this message onto the Website Manager.
· A mention was made to item 10 on the previous Minutes and it was asked why there was no record on the Minutes of the matters discussed following the meeting.  The Chairman reiterated this was a very private matter and therefore not something to be reported on.
3) Apologies received from Mr Adrian Baugh (Parish Councillor) and Mr Phil Wittam (District Councillor)
4) Declaration of Interest there were none
5) Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday, 4th March were signed as a true record
6) Parish Clerk’s Report
· The two items for the AGAR requiring signatures from the Chairman and Clerk were dealt with.  The Clerk reported the accounts were now ready to go to the Internal Auditor and passed a copy of the Parish Council Accounts around the table for perusal.  These and indeed the Village Hall accounts can be viewed in more detail at the AGM or thereafter.
· The Clerk gave a short update on the Village Hall and stated it is doing extremely well in all respects.  A further report will be given at the AGM.
· The sign for the Village Green re no Caravans or Camping is in hand
7) Parish Councillors Report
There was nothing reported by the Parish Councillors
8) County and District Councillors Reports
· Cllr Lukannuik advised he had nothing to report but commented on the new trees planted on the Village Green.  It was noted it would be a good idea to have the trees identified on a map.  This would be arranged.
· Cllr Savage commented on the fact there have been riders/horses seen cantering across the village green and felt this was not allowed.  It was generally agreed this was not something anyone on the Parish Council was aware of but this was not allowed and would be looked into.  
9) Chairman’s Report
· The Chairman referred to the offer made by Cllr Lukannuik by email to the Clerk regarding financial assistance for the purchase of Flashing Speed Signs.  Cll. Lukannuik stated the Councillors would know more after May 5th and will then be able to see how far they able to help.  Since the AGM is on the 13th May, hopefully we will know more and be able to take the matter further.    The Parish Council are looking at an offer for a twin pack Evolis Vision Solar Version.  The offer expires at the end of July 2024.
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· The Chairman commented upon the fact that come December of this year, The Breckland Club which was built prior to the re-build of the Village Hall, would be 30years old.  The reason for this reference being the main lobby door built to serve both the Hall and the Club is ageing and no longer fit for purpose.   The concern is security for both the Hall and the Club, especially for Insurance purposes.   It was agreed by the Parish Council that on this one occasion it was considered correct for the Parish Council to offer to pay for the purchase and installation of a new main lobby door.  This would be conveyed to the Village Hall Committee and the Breckland Club Committee by the Clerk.
· The question of the roads/potholes was discussed and the Chairman having been advised of a  couple of potholes down Marks Lane, agreed this would be dealt with.  Mrs Field asked if perhaps some marker spray might be used in future, this would at least warn drivers of potholes ahead.
· The Clerk raised the issue of the cutting of the Village Green and the Chairman advised he would indeed carry out this work for 2024.  It was therefore agreed the payment of £500 would be made to the Chairman.
Next Meeting
The next meeting is the AGM on Monday, 13th May 2024

The meeting was closed at 7.32 pm
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